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Dancing for the World
Alberta Ballet featured in opening of Vancouver 2010 Olympic Winter Games

Calgary/Edmonton, AB – February 12, 2010 was a landmark moment for both Olympic opening ceremonies and ballet in Canada. Singer-songwriter Sarah McLachlan sang as members of the Alberta Ballet danced among holographic images of the huge trees of an old growth forest during the opening ceremonies of the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Winter Games.

After a remarkable transition, where a night sky filled with the shimmering constellations gave way to ocean depths while a pod of orca whales migrated across the stage, spraying water from their blowholes, Alberta Ballet dancers and a corps of local dancers took to the stadium floor in a sequence inspired by Canadian artist Emily Carr. Ancient totem poles were transformed into a towering stand of Douglas firs and the dancers brought to life the stunning choreography of Jean Grand-Maître as Sarah McLachlan performed Ordinary Miracle.

Created by executive producer, David Atkins, and artistic director, Ignatius Jones, the ceremony was brought to life with the help of a Canadian and international artistic team including director of design Doug Paraschuk, director of music Dave Pierce and director of choreography, Alberta Ballet’s renowned artistic director, Jean Grand-Maître.

An estimated global audience of more than one billion witnessed the power of Canadian culture on February 12. Alberta Ballet is pleased to have been able to showcase the creative genius of their artistic director, Jean Grand-Maître, and also to play a role in an evening has been called “thoughtful and stirring”, “a world class spectacle of star power, artistic virtuosity and scintillating creative special effects wizardry” and “heart-stoppingly beautiful”.
Next up for the dancers of Alberta Ballet are two world premieres in collaboration with the Edmonton Opera. With staging by Edmonton Opera artistic director Brian Deedrick, Alberta Ballet will present The Seven Deadly Sins choreographed by Yukichi Hattori and Songs of a Wayfarer choreographed by Emily Molnar. This opera-ballet evening premieres March 25, 2010 in Calgary.
About Alberta Ballet:

Alberta Ballet, a not-for-profit organization, is Canada's third-largest ballet company. Since its formation in 1966, with its cutting-edge repertoire and talent led by Artistic Director Jean Grand-Maître and Executive Director Darryl Lindenbach, Alberta Ballet has remained at the forefront of the national and international arts scene. One of the only arts organizations in Canada to call two cities home, Alberta Ballet is proud to be a community leader both on and off the stage.

For interviews or more information, please contact:

Julia Schneider, Marketing and Sales Assistant
P: 403.245.4222 ext 535 | E: julias@albertaballet.com
